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By: Jennifer Agress,  

PBA Contributing Writer  

With COVID-19 running rampant 

all over the world, anxiety for many 

is at an all-time high—and everyone 

in our community, and our country, 

is looking for a hero to come to their 

aid. Who are those heroes, you ask? 

The brave men and women on the 

front lines: our doctors, nurses, 

medical techs, firefighters, EMTs, 

grocery store clerks, pharmacists 

and the heroes always running 

headfirst into danger, you, the men 

and women of law enforcement.  

As we very well know, law enforcement officers are no 

stranger to danger. While signs of trouble cause many in 

our society to run away, we instinctively run towards it, 

trained to take on whatever crosses our path. But fighting 

an invisible enemy like COVID-19? That’s a whole new 

ballgame. And yet, here you all are…still fighting as 

fervently as you did before. 

As guardians of our communities, you’ve had your 

(hopefully, gloved) hands in everything related to this 

pandemic. With nothing more than some latex and a mask 

to protect you, you’ve guided sick patients through every 

coronavirus testing site. You’ve patrolled the streets of 

South Florida to make sure curfews and shutdowns are 

respected. You’ve manned prisons where outbreaks of the 

disease are expected. You’ve run headfirst into crowds to 

breakup groups of people ignoring social distancing laws. 

You’ve been outside doing your jobs for hours on end, 

when government leaders and medical experts warn most 

against stepping outside their house for more than a walk 

or run. You’re at our hospitals, our grocery stores, our 

schools and everywhere else where more people than you 

MAY 15TH IS NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY

want to have contact with are 

constantly going in and out. And 

while all of this has been going on, 

you’ve responded to normal calls, 

too—making sure people aren’t 

speeding, answering to robberies, 

fighting armed intruders, breaking 

up fights and more.  

Through it all, the risk of loss 

didn’t stop you, and there has been 

loss. A number of officers all over 

South Florida have tested positive 

for COVID-19, putting not only 

their lives, but those of their families, roommates and 

vulnerable loved ones at risk. Two officers, Sergeant 

Jose Diaz Ayala of the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s 

Office and Deputy Shannon Bennett of the Broward 

County Sheriff’s Office, tragically died from it.   

“As law enforcement officers, we like to say ‘we’ve 

seen it all,’ but none of us could have predicted 

something like this,” said Steadman Stahl, President 

of the South Florida Police Benevolent Association. 

“We don’t even fully know the ramifications of this 

disease, but our members are still out there fighting it 

just like they would any other danger, putting their 

own lives at risk without a second thought. I’m so 

unbelievably proud of the strength they’ve shown 

during this, just like I am with every danger that comes 

their way.” 

Thank you for being the heroes of our community, 

and for coming together as brothers and sisters in law 

enforcement to fight this greater, unknown enemy. We 

WILL get through this together, and when we do, we’ll 

have you (and anyone else on the front lines) to thank.  

“A hero is an  
ordinary individual  

who finds the  
strength to persevere 
and endure in spite  

of overwhelming  
obstacles.” 

- CHRISTOPHER REEVE 
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COVID-19 

Well times certainly have 

changed. The situation we 

are currently in now will be 

remembered as a game 

changer and one for the 

history books, similar to 

when President Kennedy 

was assassinated, or here 

locally when Hurricane 

Andrew landed on our 

coast, and the Parkland 

shooting. Now we have the 

COVID-19 pandemic. This is absolutely going to change 

our profession: the way we handle calls, interact with 

one another, and how we move forward.  

Our first responders are dealing with a pandemic, 

which the likes have never been seen before in our 

lifetime. First responders across the country (and the 

world for that matter) are dealing with the invisible 

killer, but we will get through this. For those that say, 

“How do you know?” I know because that’s what we do. 

When Hurricane Andrew hit, it decimated this 

community, but we worked through it and overcame its 

adversities, just like we will do with this crisis. We here 

at the PBA stand with all of our brothers and sisters: 

from Communications, to the officers working the 

streets, to the Correctional Officers in the jail facilities. 

Know that we stand with you, we see you and we say 

“thank you.” Your hard work and dedication, although 

at times may seem to go unnoticed, is greatly 

appreciated.  

The PBA has been working with our departments 

to make sure the officers have the equipment they 

need to deal with this pandemic, from masks, to 

gloves, to hand sanitizer, to name just a few. What has 

made it very difficult is obtaining those same items 

every police department in the country is looking for. 

The PBA has been working with our elected officials, 

locally and in Tallahasse, on how to handle our first 

responders who have contracted COVID-19. Florida's 

Chief Financial Officer, Jimmy Patronis, ordered the 

Division of Risk Management to process Worker’s 

Compensation claims for first responders who have 

contracted the virus on the job. CFO Patronis stated, 

“If we are going to ask our public servants to fight 

this panademic on our behalf, they have to know 

we've got their backs if they get sick.” We could not 

have said it better and we would like to thank CFO 

Patronis for his ongoing support of us.  

Memorial Day 
The month of May is also a time when we pay our 

respects to the men and women who have payed the 

ultimate sacrifice. For the first time, the police 

memorial at Tropical Park, along with the National 

Police Week in Washington D.C., has been canceled 

for the safety of all those who would have attended. 

Although the memorial ceremonies may have been 

canceled, may the families of the fallen officers  

know that their memory and heroism will never be 

forgotten. It was their duty to serve, it is our duty to 

remember. We here at the PBA will never forget their 

sacrifices.  

As we move forward through this, it's refreshing to 

see the good in our fellow man that comes out 

during these difficult times. Please try to stay 

positive and know that we here at the PBA will 

continue to work for the needs of our members.  

At a time when many are keeping their distance, 

your PBA is standing beside you, shoulder to 

shoulder and patch to patch. Know that whatever 

threat you face – whether invisible or overt – we’ve 

got your back. And we are stronger together. 
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THE PRES SAYS

Stay safe out there and see 
you next month! 

 

 

 

 

Steadman Stahl, President 

steadman@sflpba.org

PBA Representatives

The Police Memorial Ceremony in Tropical Park was cancelled this year, but the PBA will never forget our fallen brothers and 
sisters. It was their duty to serve. It is our duty to remember.

PBA Vice President David Greenwell and PBA President Steadman 
Stahl meet with Florida’s Chief Financial Officer, Jimmy Patronis.
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By John A. Jenkins,  

Executive Vice President 

This month, we honor law 

enforcement professionals 

and May 10th thru May 16th 

has been designated as 

National Police Week.  

Unfortunately, the South 

Florida Police Benevolent 

Association had to cancel 

this year’s 27th Annual Law 

Enforcement Awards Gala, an event which 

honors our local heroes and remembers our fallen 

heroes. This event has always been successful, 

and this year would have been even grander than 

last year’s event where Governor DeS antis was 

the keynote speaker.   

National Police Week is meant to honor and 

remember those in the law enforcement 

profession who have given the ultimate sacrifice 

in losing their lives. We want their families to 

know they will never be forgotten. Although all 

public gatherings have been canceled throughout 

the country, one should take the time to say  

a prayer and honor a law enforcement 

professionals on social media, or by saying 

‘thank you for your service’ when you see one. 

Remember while our great Nation is being 

protected by our military, who are celebrating 

Armed Forces Day this month, the police officer 

From The Desk of The EVP
is the frontline warrior who will be working and 

engaging his/her community during mandatory 

quarantines, curfews, and stay at home orders. For 

this reason, more than ever, we need to thank them 

for putting others before themselves. I personally 

want to thank our retired and active military 

personnel and our police officers for all you do.       

We will never be the same or continue socializing 

as we have done in years past. This Covid-19 

pandemic has forever impacted our lives. Social 

distancing has become a widely used term. I always 

thought I was a hand sanitizer addict, but now my 

usage has gone to an extreme level as I’m sure it has 

for all of you. We have now stopped shaking hands, 

hugging, and other affections we have always 

expressed to friends and loved ones. We are cleaning 

and disinfecting more than ever and all these 

products are flying off the shelves.   

What does this pandemic mean?  One can take a 

spiritual approach and use this time to draw closer 

to God. Is God sending a message or reminding  

us not to be dependent on luxuries? Such luxuries  

that were removed when all indoor dining 

establishments, schools, movie theaters, parks, 

beaches, shopping malls, theme parks, etc. were all 

shut down and taken away. This has allowed us to 

spend more time at home with family and friends 

and reflect on life. Is this a reset or a reminder for 

humanity to value what should be important to us?  

This pandemic has already seen more deaths than the 

tragic events of 9/11. If the experts are correct 

and we see coronavirus related deaths in the 

United States between 100,000 and 200,000, 

that will be more than the casualties of both the 

Vietnam War (58,000) and WWI (116,516).  The 

highest American death toll came during  

WWII with approximately 405,399. On 

Memorial Day (May 25th) we’ll once again  

have the opportunity to commemorate those 

who have died in military service to their 

country. We owe them a great debt. Without 

their sacrifices America wouldn’t be the best 

country in the world today.  

Call it what you want or chose to believe 

what you want but this is definitely a wake up 

call to make some changes in your life and place 

more value on the preservation and protection 

of life and enjoying your family and friends to 

the fullest. We know one thing for sure, 

coronavirus, whether manmade or not, does not 

discriminate. Let’s pray that a vaccination is 

developed and we start to curb this deadly virus.   

I would be remiss if I didn’t say “Happy 

Mother’s Day” to those mothers reading this 

article. You are special and without you we 

would not have life.  As always, if you have any 

questions, concerns, and developing issues, 

please do not hesitate to contact me at (305) 

593-0044 or via email at jenkins@sflpba.org. 

May 25, 2020

newest 
l i t t l e  
rook ie

LYLA ANN CALOW
Lyla was born on  
January 24th and 
weighed 6.8 lbs. and 
measured 21 inches 
long. Her parents are 
Katie and James Calow. 
Lyla has a very proud 
uncle in PBA President, 
Steadman Stahl and 
her grandma, PBA  
Secretary, Ofc. Mary  
Ann Stahl (MDPD)  
is her hero.
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By Sgt. Jermaine Lawson 

The month of May is designated by the National 

Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) as Mental Health 

Awareness Month. I know that as a department, we tend 

to focus more on the negative stigmas that emanate from 

incidents that occur within the Mental Health Unit and 

we very rarely take time to highlight the positive. This 

does not mean that upper management should brush aside 

incidents that put us under the microscope with the 

Department of Justice (DOJ), and I am not advocating 

against the department for the administration of discipline 

if the incident in question calls for that type of action against the employee.  

The inmates housed in the Mental Health Treatment Center (MHTC) are 

severely acute and unpredictable. These inmates have the propensity to inflict 

harm on themselves, other inmates, or staff. To keep these inmates safe requires 

constant vigilance and quick thinking which sometimes results in employees 

being confronted with situations that call for them to put their own safety at stake 

to stop inmates from harming anyone.With that said, I want to take this time to 

recognize the outstanding contributions of the employees that are assigned to the 

MHTC at the Turner Guilford Knight Correctional Center.  

The Mental Health Unit has come a long way from its early inception. Thanks 

to the hard work of the supervisors and officers, the inmates are no longer allowed 

to store food unless medically approved. The units are cleaner, and the inmates 

are provided the opportunity to shower daily. Daily group sessions are provided 

by the Social Workers to promote social skills and provide support to each 

inmate. In-cell searches and cleaning are conducted daily to prevent the 

introduction of contraband. As a result, Response to Resistance (RTR) and other 

major incidents have reduced significantly. Communication between 

Medical/Mental Health Staff and Sworn Staff has also improved. This has 

resulted in a more efficient way to identify inmates requiring priority medical or 

behavioral health screenings.  

Since I am on the topic of mental health, I want to talk about a more disturbing 

issue, suicide within our law enforcement community. According to the non-

profit organization, Blue H.E.L.P, there were a record 228 officer suicides in 

2019. That is more than the number of officers killed in the line of duty. The law 

enforcement profession can be very stressful at times; therefore, it is important 

that we find time to decompress after a stressful day.  

The American Psychological Association’s annual Stress in America Survey 

has consistently found that work is cited as a significant source of stress by most 

Americans. Mental illness and substance abuse is a reality that confronts some 

of the members of our law enforcement Community. There is a stigma that still 

lingers in our profession, a stigma based on the phobia of being labeled as weak 

if you call for help. There is no shame in crying out for help. I know that some 

of us may find it difficult opening up to others about our problems, but if stress 

persists, it can take a toll on our health and well-being. The Miami-Dade 

Employee Support Services (ESS) is a benefit designed to provide confidential 

service to employees whose personal problems are affecting their ability to 

function on the job, at home, or in society.  

Finally, if you are experiencing any type of distress, do not hesitate to call  

the National Suicide 

Prevention Hotline. 

The number is 1-800-

SUICIDE. The lifeline 

provides 24/7, free and 

confidential support 

for people in distress. 

They also provide 

suicide prevention and 

crisis resources for you 

and your loved ones.  

In closing, stay safe, 

pay attention to your 

health and well-being, 

and stay informed. 

The Correction’s Corner

Left to right: Sgt. J. Lawson, Ofc. M. Cestin, Ofc. M. St. Jour, Ofc. M. Bocquie, Cpl. 
A. Bannister, and Ofc. T. Williams

Left to right: Sgt. J. Lawson, Ofc. T. Crapp, Ofc. C. Perry, Ofc. J. Gomez, Cpl. K. 
Kee, Ofc. K. Williams, and Ofc. S. McKinney.

PBA Vice President David Greenwell stands with: Ofc. M. Anderson, Ofc. F. 
Williams, Ofc. J. Jones, Ofc. S. Hyppolite, Cpl. P. Wallace, Ofc. S. Curry,  
Ofc. I. Delgado, and Sgt. J. Lawson.

Left to right: Ofc. A. Saint-Paul, Cpl. L. Fertillien, Ofc. T. Spell, Ofc. M. Jones-Young, 
Sgt. J. Lawson, Ofc. S. Adebaworin, Ofc. S. Francois, and Ofc. M. Falu.

Congratulations to Officer P. Wallace who earned Officer of the 
Month honors for March.
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By Sgt. Jermaine Lawson 

The month of May is designated by the National 

Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) as Mental Health 

Awareness Month. I know that as a department, we tend 

to focus more on the negative stigmas that emanate from 

incidents that occur within the Mental Health Unit and 

we very rarely take time to highlight the positive. This 

does not mean that upper management should brush aside 

incidents that put us under the microscope with the 

Department of Justice (DOJ), and I am not advocating 

against the department for the administration of discipline 

if the incident in question calls for that type of action against the employee.  

The inmates housed in the Mental Health Treatment Center (MHTC) are 

severely acute and unpredictable. These inmates have the propensity to inflict 

harm on themselves, other inmates, or staff. To keep these inmates safe requires 

constant vigilance and quick thinking which sometimes results in employees 

being confronted with situations that call for them to put their own safety at stake 

to stop inmates from harming themselves, other inmates, or a staff member. 

With that said, I want to take this time to recognize the outstanding contributions 

of the employees that are assigned to the MHTC at the Turner Guilford Knight 

Correctional Center.  

The Mental Health Unit has come a long way from its early inception. Thanks 

to the hard work of the supervisors and officers, the inmates are no longer allowed 

to store food unless medically approved. The units are cleaner, and the inmates 

are provided the opportunity to shower daily. Daily group sessions are provided 

by the Social Workers to promote social skills and provide support to each 

inmate. In-cell searches and cleaning are conducted daily to prevent the 

introduction of contraband. As a result, Response to Resistance (RTR) and other 

major incidents have reduced significantly. Communication between 

Medical/Mental Health Staff and Sworn Staff has also improved. This has 

resulted in a more efficient way to identify inmates requiring priority medical or 

behavioral health screenings.  

Since I am on the topic of mental health, I want to talk about a more disturbing 

issue, suicide within our law enforcement community. According to the non-

profit organization, Blue H.E.L.P, there were a record 228 officer suicides in 

2019. That is more than the number of officers killed in the line of duty. The law 

enforcement profession can be very stressful at times; therefore, it is important 

that we find time to decompress after a stressful day.  

The American Psychological Association’s annual Stress in America Survey 

has consistently found that work is cited as a significant source of stress by most 

Americans. Mental illness and substance abuse is a reality that confronts some 

of the members of our law enforcement Community. There is a stigma that still 

lingers in our profession, a stigma based on the phobia of being labeled as weak 

if you call for help. There is no shame in crying out for help. I know that some 

of us may find it difficult opening up to others about our problems, but if stress 

persists, it can take a toll on our health and well-being. The Miami-Dade 

Employee Support Services (ESS) is a benefit designed to provide confidential 

service to employees whose personal problems are affecting their ability to 

function on the job, at home, or in society.  

Finally, if you are experiencing any type of distress, do not hesitate to call  

the National Suicide 

Prevention Hotline. 

The number is 1-800-

SUICIDE. The lifeline 

provides 24/7, free and 

confidential support 

for people in distress. 

They also provide 

suicide prevention and 

crisis resources for you 

and your loved ones.  

In closing, stay safe, 

pay attention to your 

health and well-being, 

and stay informed. 

The Correction’s Corner

Left to right: Sgt. J. Lawson, Ofc. M. Cestin, Ofc. M. St. Jour, Ofc. M. Bocquie, Cpl. 
A. Bannister, and Ofc. T. Williams

Left to right: Sgt. J. Lawson, Ofc. T. Crapp, Ofc. C. Perry, Ofc. J. Gomez, Cpl. K. 
Kee, Ofc. K. Williams, and Ofc. S. McKinney.

PBA Vice President David Greenwell stands with: Ofc. M. Anderson, Ofc. F. 
Williams, Ofc. J. Jones, Ofc. S. Hyppolite, Cpl. P. Wallace, Ofc. S. Curry,  
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Congratulations to Officer P. Wallace who earned Officer of the 
Month honors for March.
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Editor’s Note: This list represents the pending grievances filed at the various departments represented 
by South Florida Police Benevolent Association as of March 31, 2020. The PBA legal staff receives many 
other complaints that are resolved by other means.

2020 PENDING GRIEVANCES

DEPARTMENT/DISTRICT: 
CORRECTIONS 
      Association                         1 
       TGK                                     1 
       MWDC                                1 
      Total                              3 
EL PORTAL                         1 
FL CITY                               1 
HIALEAH                             2 
HOMESTEAD                      1 
KEY WEST                           1 

 PBA HEAT, May 2020 11 

MDPD 
       Association                         1 
       Property & Evidence          1 
      Total                                       2 
MIAMI GARDENS               2 
MONROE COUNTY DETENTION 1 
NORTH BAY VILLAGE        1 
NORTH MIAMI                    1 
OPA LOCKA                        4 
SWEETWATER                    2 
WEST MIAMI                       2 
TOTAL GRIEVANCES     24  

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP-TO-DATE?
If you need to update your member information and/or make a dues payment, contact Margarita Vasquez 
at membership@sflpba.org or (305) 593-0044.
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“
POAT News

It is with  

great sadness to 

announce that our 

Annual Miami-

Dade Law Enforcement 

Officers Memorial Ceremony, 

scheduled for May 7th, has been 

canceled. The decision was difficult, 

however the health and safety of  

our survivors, law enforcement 

officers and their families is most 

important. We are thinking of different 

alternatives to honor our fallen 

Officers. We will keep you posted  

with any changes on our website    

The Annual Remember our 

Fallen Heroes Memorial Golf 

Outing was postponed to a later 

date. We are working with Indian 

Creek in order to determine a future 

date for the golf outing.  Once a date 

is determined, we will send out and 

post the information on our website. 

Thanks for your support and stay 

safe. 
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RPOC News
By Dennis Bambach, President  

There are no words to describe 

what our world has been through over 

the last few weeks. The COVID-19 

global pandemic has significantly  

altered and impacted our communities. 

Our hearts are with our members and 

their families near and far who’ve been 

affected. We have had to take a collec-

tive pause from day-to-day activities, celebrating milestones, 

and things we’ve anticipated. We had to cancel our 31st An-

nual Reunion which I know many of us were looking for-

ward to, but we are already planning the reunion for next 

year in April. 

Refund checks for the reunion have been mailed out 

to those who requested them. The RPOC Board and I want 

to thank all the members who so generously donated the  

registration cost to the Members Assistance Fund and the 

Otis Chamberlain Scholarship Fund.   

The luncheon at the Miccosukee is cancelled for 

May but we will let you know when they will resume. The 

next retiree shoot is June 24th at 8:00 a.m. but as changes can 

occur please check with the training bureau to make sure. 

If any member needs assistance in this difficult time, 

please do not hesitate to contact any of the board members 

or me personally. You can e-mail me at , or go on our website 

or call the RPOC office 1 (866) 954-2848 and leave us a  

message.  

We would like to welcome the following new  

members: Allen Saleeba, MDPD, Harold Woodside, Corr., 

Modesto Aponte, MDPD, Tony Ojeda, MDPD, Grace  

O’Donnell, MDPD, Paul Kuiper, MDPD, William Hladky, 

MDPD, Antonio Valdes, MDPD. 

In closing, the RPOC Board and I hope you stay safe 

and healthy and abide by the CDC guidelines, “we are not 

invincible, we are old.” You are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Tough times never last, 
but tough people do.

May 
in Memoriam 

of our heroes killed in the line of duty
Officer Frank angelo croff 

Miami Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 22, 1921 

 

officer paul g. anderson 

Miami-Dade Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 7, 1967 

 

officer ronald f. mcleod 

Miami Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 8, 1969 

 

officer rolland john lane II 

Miami Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 23, 1970 

 

sergeant harrison crenshaw jr. 
Miami-Dade Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 18, 1974 

 

officer simmons arrington 

Miami-Dade Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 21, 1974 

 

officer william coleman cook 

Miami-Dade Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 16, 1979 

 

lieutenant edward f. mCdermott 

Miami Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 18, 1980 

 

officer stephen owen corbett 

Miami-Dade Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 28, 1983 

 

officer carlos santiago 

Miami Police Department, FL 

EOW: May 30, 1995
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For Florida law enforcement, our officers always come first! On March 24th, your 
Florida Police Benevolent Association—where our President, Steadman Stahl, 
serves as Secretary—sent a letter to Governor Ron DeSantis requesting more 
personal protection equipment for all law enforcement in Florida in the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Here is the actual letter! We have always had our  
Governor’s back, and we trust that he will lead us through these uncertain times 
safely and efficiently.

Good leadership is critical in a time like this. Luckily, these guys 
are up to the job.

Be sure to  find and follow  us on social media!

Here’s a snapshot of 

some of our most 

popular posts on  

social media during 

the past month...

“We’re all relying on our police department to keep our community 
safe during the coronavirus outbreak. I’m incredibly grateful for 
their hard work protecting every corner of Miami-Dade during this 
unprecedented crisis.”    

- Commissioner Daniella Levine-Cava

In the midst of all this chaos—some good news! Congratulations, 
Governor Ron DeSantis, on the birth of your precious baby girl, 
Mamie. We couldn’t be happier for your bundle of joy!
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